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Sweeping changes
coming to JBC
by LUKE DOUGLAS
Gleaner Staff Reporter

A MANAGEMENT audit of the
state-owned Jamaica
Broadcasting Corporation
(JBC) is recommending sweep-
ing changes to put it on a
sound financial footing.

One of the recommenda-
tions, according to reports
reaching The Gleaner, is for
the creation of "cost centres",
separating the operations of
radio and television.
This, according to the Peat

Marwick audit, would pave the
way for the station to operate
as a business.
The Board of the JBC exam-

ined the recommendations at
a lengthy meeting on
Thursday, insiders report

Sources say that as part of the
restructuring process, there is
to be a cut in the number of
directors and a name change
for some of the current posi-
tions. There are currently nine
directors at the station, which
has only made a profit once in
more than 30 years.
JBC Director, General Claude

Robinson is tight-lipped about
the changes. He told The
Gleaner yesterday that he
could not discuss the outcome
of Thursday's meeting.

Meanwhile, the National
Investment Bank of Jamaica
(NIBJ) said it has not yet start-
ed to work on any divestment
programme for the
Corporation. The NIBJ has
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been responsible for the sale
of Government assets in recent
times, including those of the
sugar industry and the former
national carrier, Air Jamaica.

Controversy
The JBC became embroiled

in controversy in January when
Vice President of the National
Workers Union (NWU),
Danny Roberts said "less than
prudent" management was tak-
ing place at die station. He
called on Prime Minister PJ.
Patterson to order an investiga-
tion by the Auditor General
into the Corporation's affairs.
Mr. Roberts said the Prime
Minister replied to his request
on January 19, saying he would
await the results of the man-
agement audit

After Mr. Roberts' comments,
both the JBC's Director-
General and Board Chairman
denied allegations of poor
management

Mr. Roberts said the compa-

ny lost $7.7-million for the fis-
cal year 1994-95, up to last
October. This was despite earli-
er projections that the compa-
ny would make a profit of $28-
million. In 1992-93, the JBC
made a profit for the first time
in its over 30-year history,
However, this was due mainly
to write-ofls by Government.

Jamaica Labour Party (JLP)
spokesman on Information,
George Ramocan, said the
party would make known its
position on the JBC's divest-
ment in a few days. In the
1980s, the then JLP
Government had a proposal to
incorporate the JBC, Jamaica
Information Service (JIS) and
the Creative Production and
Training Centre (CPTC) into a
Public Broadcasting Service
(PBS).
He said the JLP Government

had planned to divest one-of
the JBC's two radio stations,
while retaining the other as
well as the television station.

Traditional building
societies promise no
shift in policy
THE island's four traditional
building societies have
promised to continue to offer
loans to Jamaicans at reason-
able interest rates, according
to a statement released yester-
day.

This assurance has come two
weeks after news broke that the
societies have broken ranks
with the Building Societies
Association of Jamaica (BSAJ),
in a bid to challenge changes
to the piece of legislation
which governs them.

The four building societies
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recently told the Government
that they will be making their
own representation and sepa-
rately from other building soci-
eties, when presenting their
position of the legislation.

Hanover Benefit Building
Society, Jamaica National
Building Society, Jamaica
Savings and Loan Building
Society and Victoria Mutual
Building Society are the
island's four traditional .build-
ing societies.
"The traditional building

societies intend to continue to
loan as much money as we can
at as low a rate of interest as
possible to allow more
Jamaicans to own their own
homes," said Karl Wright, pres-
ident of Victoria Mutual
Building Society. "The promo-
tion of home ownership is the
most important driving princi-
ple of a good building society."
Lanny Reynolds, the general

manager of Jamaica National
Building Society, spoke of the
importance of saving with a
building society. "It is our mis-
sion to continue to encourage
people to save and to do so
with institutions that are
secure. There is no deposit
insurance for Jamaicans. Savers
should save with building soci-
eties that have a good track
record and adequate reserve
funds to protect the saver
against loss," said Mr.

LOCAL protest against a shipment of radioac-
tive plutonium waste, which is likely to pass
through Caribbean waters, is continuing.
Yesterday, students and some lecturers on the
Mona Campus of the University of the West
Indies (UWI) marched on campus to register
their disapproval with the shipment
Dressed in various shades of green, the stu-

dents armed themselves with green placards
bearing slogans such as "If the ship sinks, we
sink".

"It's not that we want the ship to pass
through South African waters instead of
Caribbean waters, this toxic waste should not
be transported at all," said one female stu-
dent, who did not want to be identified.
"Come out of the classroom and join the

march to save the Caribbean," declared
Armstrong Alexis, president of the Guild of
the Undergraduates, the body responsible for

...'Shipment set to get
underway Tuesday'
PARIS, Cana - Greenpeace yesterday released
what is said was a leaked, confidential docu-
ment showing the first stage of the controver-
sial plutonium waste shipment from France to
Japan will begin Tuesday under the veil of
total secrecy.
The document reveals that the French gov-

ernment has been lying to the public when
stating that final dates for the transport have
not been set, a Greenpeace spokesman said.
The leaked document, which records a

meeting in Cherbourg on January 31, pro-
vides the full schedule for the nuclear waste
shipment's departure from France. The meet-
ing involved representatives of the French
government, COGEMA (the state-owned plu-
tonium company), police, secret intelligence
forces and nuclear security authorities.

The document said the shipment should
have left the La Hague plutonium reprocess-
ing plant yesterday and will be moved by road
to the train freight terminal at Valognes. The

highly radioactive nuclear waste is then to be
secretly stored under tight surveillance at the
train freight yard until the night of February
21. During the evening of the 21st, the pluto-
nium waste will be moved by train through
the middle of the town of Cherbourg where it
will be loaded onto an unnamed nuclear
freighter on the morning of February 22nd.
While the schedule makes clear that the

departure details were fully worked out and
agreed to for nearly three weeks, the French
government has been denying information to
the public and press by saying that the dates
and details of the shipment have not yet been
arranged.

(Local note: Jamaica and other members of
the Caribbean Community (CARICOM) have
opposed the shipment which, according to
the international environmental body,
Greenpeace, could pass through regional
waters.)

The choice of fabric
is always yours...

W '-T5!
Redecorate your Living Room with one of our
comfortable Living Room Suites - You be the
decorator - You choose the fabric!
See the new wide range of attractive fabrics
which have just arrived at The Warehouse.
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• Rudolph Brown
Students on the Mona Campus of the University of the West Indies (UWI) marching
on campus yesterday to highlight their disgust with the planned shipment of pluto-
nium waste which is expected to pass through Caribbean waters later this month.

Undergraduates inarch .
against nuclear- shipment

organising the march.
The students held hands as a symbol of unity

and prayed for the shipment of the plutoni-
um waste to be aborted. f
. "Many persons don't understand what is
going on. If they did, they would give this
issue more serious thought," said Mr. Alexis.
He pointed out that plutonium is a highly

toxic substance which will cause substantial
damage, if spilled. "Any form of accident by
this ship is detrimental and poses a danger to
the entire region," he added. He emphasised
the need for various groups to apply intense
pressure on Caribbean governments.

The President ^of the Guild of
Undergraduates also threatened to extend
the march to the Japanese Embassy on
Trafalgar Road, Kingston, if the ship heads
for Caribbean waters.
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